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* WROTE hi: Copy. ＋ Parſe ſub- 
join'd to this Letter, meerly for ny 
own Amuſement, and the Entertain M 
ment of ſome Friends, who were oY : 
fended with your Notzons, without any 15 
Intention of ſending it to the Preſs: bull . 
when I had form'd a Reſolution of ſhewY 
ing it to the Public, I thought it ne- 
ceſſary to ſay ſomething more on the 
Subject, that would not Jo well bear af 
poetical Dreſs ; and this with a View, 
tly in my own Favour, as well as to, 
defend the Rights of Human Nature, 
which you have unworthily invaded. 
I heartily wiſh I was better qualified for 
an Advocate in ſo good a Cauſe. : 
My chief Aim was to hint at ſome} 
Irape rfections in your Book, without the 
Trouble. and Formality of a profeſs d 
Anſwer, At firſt] thought to execute 
this Deſign in the Way of 'Preface; but 
that — {well 4 too large for the 
Poem; and immediately determin d 
mie in Favour of the Method I have 
choſen, of wr __ 9 to 4 ſell. 
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Tx HE Honour I pay to your 8 

ver the good Opinion I entertain of 
your pious Deſigns, haye, I hope, re- 
ſtrain'd me from any Indecenciesof Ex- 
preſſion, or unmannerly Inſinuation: 


And I do with a great deal of Pleaſure, 
ſubſcribe to your Praiſe, where my own 
Senſe and Reaſon, as well as the com- 
mon Cauſe of Mankind, do not interfere. 


PARTICULARLY, in your juſt and 


reaſonable Accuſation of the Stag ge, 


which I can't but think (at leaſt as it 
is now manag d) an Entertainment al- 
together unbecoming a Religious, much 
more a Chriſtian Society. Nor dare 1 


be ſo unjuſt as not to own, that you 


have in many other Reſpects, advanced 
the Ends of true Piety, by reproving in 
the handſomeſt Manner, thoſe flagrant 
and faſhionable Vices, which are whol- 


ly inconſiſtent with the Profe ion we 


f make. | : 


Bur when 1 5 allow'd 1 you 
muſt be fo good as to pardon me, 


in difſenting from. a great deal more, 
that 
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chat you are pleaſed to ſay; eſpecially Wl 
on the Subject of Self-denial 5 where 1 = z 
can't but apprehend, you miſlead others. 


as well as deceive your ſelf. 
TI raves neither Time, nor Ability, 


to implead * our ſeveral Particulars ; and ” 
leſs Inclination, to encounter your Com- 


ments, on that formidable Body of Texts, 
which you have ranged in Battle-array 


againſt the innocent Pleafures of Life: 


But I am ſure, I can point out ſome 
plain Fallacies. SEE . 


take the obvious Senſe of the 


fling and ſervile Appeal to the meer Let- 


ter of the Text. F orgetting to charge 
Dives with his greateſt Crime, the 


- Ons, is under the Head of Dives 
and Lazarus, where you-ſtrangely mil- I 

ile | Parable; ix 
and meanly defend your felf, by a tri- 


Rs 


of common Senſe and Rea- 
how notorious is our SelF-incon-. 
ney. elſewhere! In explaining what 
ur Saviour intended by the Terms ſell 
Wa, YOu free give up that Expreſſton 
as, to wild and abſurd, for: any ſober 
1 to interpret literally. 
the Mitigation of it, 
ofition, ſeems very 

for had gone ſo far, you 
lt as well have proceeded, and re- 

uired us immediately to ſign and. 
ce of our Eſtates: For 
to fave but very FM b y 


wa ry wher 
al Senſe, where it ſ 
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Wu ar ſtill aggravates DE 55 I 
he. that 0 haue been but juſt before 


You mention r Senſe (Page 103) 
viz. © That whenever we cannot keen 
« our Poſſeſſions without violating | 3 
« -ſothe effential Duty of a Chriſtian, MW 
ec that then, and not till then, need we T 
& think that we are call'd upon by 
« Chriſt to quit all and follow him”. 
And then you tell us, (Page 10 5.) that 1 
«this is not the open expreſs'd Senſe of 
« the Words”; -- and ask the Chrifti- 
an; © How he ſhall be fatisfied that | 
« There: is no Danger in following it? 
Why truly, Sir, full as well as "oo can 
e ſatisfied in yours: | Eſpecial y | a7 
calls in that Text to his Aid, 
Man come to me, und hate not his ber 
and Mother; and Wife, and Childrin, 
and Brethren, and Siſters,” yea, and bi 
own Life alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple, 
Luke xiv. 26. You will not, I preſume, | 
ſay that this Declaration of our Savi- 
our requires us to reject and abandon 
our natural Relations or Lives ; only ſo 
far, as they may happen to interfere, 
5 New the ng * 3 we owe to his 
Honour 
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LE 

Honour and Intereſt, as well as our own 
inviolable Duty. And the Caſes being 
ſo much the Ant if this be the obvious 
WE Senſe of one Paſſage, I don't ſee why it 
may not as fairly become the other, 
& without involving us in all that Danger, 
with which you ſeem to threaten us. 
The Argument from comparing theſe 
two Places together, concludes ſo ſtrong 
againſt you, that I think it is not in the 
Fower of all your Skill and Rhevorick 
to evade its Force. 

Hor after all, taking the Text in 
what Liabt you pleaſe, T can't but 
think, that you have entirely miſtaken 
the true Senſe of our Saviour s Command 
to the young Man; which I believe was 
never intended for i a Rule to after Ages: 
nnd T am not a little ſure, that there is 
agreat deal, both from the Text itſelf, 
as well as the Nature of the Thing, to 
lupport my Conjecture. 

ITE RE ſeem to be two Reaſons why 
Chriſt might propoſe this Condition to 


the Youth ; the one to prove him, and 
5 N the 


7 other with 2 View of { Lin him 
among gſt his then Diſciples and Fo Is 
who had all of them done the ſame 
that he required of him, by forſaking x 
their temporal Intereſts to attend upon 
his Pegſou, and receive his immediatd 
Tuſtrudions : And tho theſe were not 
great Poſſeſſions, yet bein; their all, it 
was in that Senſe as much as what he 
ſeem'd to exact from this Man of 
Y C 4 . | 
Fox the Firſt, as our ir Saviour kne 
* Thoughts, ſh he diſcover d th 
worldly Spirit that rul'd his Heart 
He was in other Reſpects ſtrictly Re 
ligious, and, as he tells our Lord, had 
kept the Commandments from hig 
Youth ; this no doubt made him think 
well of 
God therefore to ſhow. him. to him! 
elf, and expoſe his Weakneſs to pub} 
5 Advantage, proves him by a Teſt 
which he could not ſtand ; and there] 
5 25 to be 1055 RA hel 
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proves, that our e did realfy i in- 
tend to, the Oe the ſevere zondition 
upon him: And, 1 hope, it Will not 
6 thought trifling or ridiculous, if to 


tter the better, I ven- 
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1 
3 


illuſtrate this 
ture to ask, Whether we don't often 


fit to uſe Children in the ſame 

5 en we wou' d try their 
em mper and Dilpo ition, we ask em 
Py Ie us ſome Bauble they poſſeſs, 


chin 


enn 


p 


and promiſe them finer Things in Re- 
turn ; if they LA we reproach and 
upbraid their little Selfiſhnels ; if they 


7 * 


* 


» * 
2 


con ent, we diſclaim the Gift, and re- 
120 it to em with Aſſurances, that 

| em, but p prove 
And in this 
I apply thoſe 
| ur La little | 
ria ion as to the Circumſtance „ 
urthly Parents that are evil, c. Matt. 


4 . . . P 


Py - » 


ü.) Verl. 8 „ 
I WII I not preſume to fay, that 
rift. did really mean no more 
an, this in the Caſe before us, nor 
need 


* 


( 22 ) 
FRETY for if it 8 be inſiſted on, 
that he did indeed expect him to ol | 
with all his Poſſeſſion, | the other Part. 
of the Text, as well as the ſecond Rea Ml 
ſon I mention'd, do moſt plainly ſhewM 
with what View he did it. Not as he 
Was to continue amongſt the World, , 
but as he was called out of it, to ir] Z 
ſociate with our Lord and his profeſs ul 
Followers; and perhaps to execute 
Part of that” important Commiſſion, 
with which he afterwards inveſted 
them: And this is a Caſe too Peculiar 3 
and extraordinary, to be drawn into aff 
Precedent for ni werſal” Trmatation” As . 
well might you infiſt, that Chriſtian 
ſhould 55 all Things i in common nov 
as they had then; which would make 
but wild Work, at a Time, when tha 
Circumſtances e Chriſtianity are {al 
widely different. 1 
Vo v perſevere i in the ſame Mitel i 
by telling us (Page 107.) that «the 
5 Apoſtles took that Command of thei J | 
- Maſter s to the young —_—_ to 10 


(e mim 
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< tering into Chriſtianity, and imme- 
« diately declared, that they had 
ce ali and followed bim „ 
5 ” HERE may poſſibly. be a Diffe- 
rence between the common Conditi- 
ons of entering into Chriſtianity, and 
the: more peculiar and relative. Require- 
ments of the firſt Diſciple up. 
however that be, it is notorious, there 
is an undeniable one between either of 
. comp ared with the ſubſequent 
anding aws of that reaſonable 
| Inſtitution.” I believe no Body will d 


os nify the common Conditions. of en- 


pute it, with regard to the latter; and 
as to the former, it appears very plain 
from the general Voice of the Goſpel, 
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v ch eve 
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i where makes the explicit 
cknowledgment of Jeſu to be the 
Meſſiah, the. one nece Article of 
Faith; 1 even this Confeſſion from 
the dying Thief procur d his Salvati- 
on. But will any one now infer from 

ENCE, that a meer Faith of Aſſent i is 
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d do ſo often Se in 1 
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7 5 2 


nd by them 


mitant Senſe of 
dete the xiuth of 


Fon u Ns rage, you' 11 find 
rem the fame in the C 


- ” 


* fays 'S to his Dehn 


te before 


&« Chi to come to me and forbid 1 
« them not; for 5 ungdam 

cc, Cad ". And © hoſacver ſhall not : 
e receeve the Kingdom of God as a litile 3 
cc Child, ſhall nat enter thercin. Com- = 
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« new born Babes deſi re the ſincere = 
A Milk of the Ward ” 1 Peter ii., = 
Verſ. 2, and then ſay if this Expoſi- 
een O fe 
Nov though the / nedana of Grace, 
or the Goſpel, be the direct Road to 
the Kingdom of Glory, yet the Diſtinc- 
tion of their Ideas will abundantly u- - 
luſtrate my Argument. For in Verſe 
the 17th of the ſame Chapter, imme- 
diately follows the Story of this un- 
bappy Worldling; which you quote at 
ge, not e our Saviour juſt 
0 bow hardly ſhalt 
ve ken, enter into a 


pare theſe 2 er ſes with that Place, r 
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exadied a an entire Renunciation 8 


* 


tis). 


of them, from all its Subjects, and chat * 


for very good Reaſons. * 
Fux King himſelf, contrary to the 
vain Expectations of the Fews concern- Wi 
ing him, appear'd in the loweſt Form 
of. Life. The Wall of Partition Was 5 
to be broken down, and the Darkneſs 
of heatheniſh Superſtition to be chas'd 
and expell'd by this Sun of Rigbte- 
oißſne ſo: And upon the Ruins of theſe 
was to be Rtabliſhed ſuch a Syſtem of 
Faith and Manners, as was worthy of 
God, and fit for Man. Such extraor- 
dinary Purpoſes, required as extraord;- 
nary Meaſures 3 and what were thoſe? | 
Not the boaſted Arts of Learning and 
Philoſophy ! Theſe were powerfully | 
ſuperſeded, and their Weakneſs and 
Imperfection mercifully relieved, by the 
divine Spirit and Wiſdom from above. | 
Not the Aids of Wealth and Grandeur 
Theſe were fo far from being ſubſervi- 
ent to this wiſe Deſegn, that they were 
an improper Retinue for this ſpiritual 
Wome, who had x now veil d by Glory, 


and 


; * 4 , 7 *. - 14! 
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Ca). 


and was in a State of —_ + Thos 
E hatzon. Poverty and Meanneſs were fit- 

ter Inſtruments for his Purpoſe, and 
more compatible with the State of a 


: | ew. Religion, which was to force its 


Way by its Purity and Simplicity, thro' 


all the Reſiſtance of the World, and 


the Terrors of Perſecution : No won- 


der then that our Saviour expected ſuch 


cCompliances from his Converts, as were 
by B N ecelaty to his main De- 
TRE An Rill excrcales, Des 
Relation to thoſe who were immediate- 
y to propagate this Religion. It was 
ibundantly requiſite, they ſhou'd be 
diveſted of all ſecular Advantages, in 
Order to give Force to their 2 
well as to clear them from the Suſ- 


picion of Craft or Impoſture; which, 
[ believe, has been always reckon'd a- 


mongſt the ſtrongeſt Evidences i in Fa- 


Four "i Chrifiancy... 


Bur becauſe, this Diſpenſation _ | 


under ſuch. ret and ſuitable Re- 


ſtraints 
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ſtraints in its infant State, are we tc 
expect no greater Indulgencies from it it 
in its maturer 5 ? Shou d I preſume 


hore" th eir 
Inſpiration and mira 
doubt not they 7 wou'd 


now ſor 

other H Ips than 

Perſuaſh on, under the ordinar) Af Fans 
; ace I free 


be af ply'd in the preſent Caſe; 
en ſo, I flatter my ſelf, wa 

th thoſe ſhock 

„ That a 


ey may not 
enter in 


« to 9 * © 
Pb then fu 


caſy, aud his Burthen tight 2? What is 
re in the Genius of his Religion, '« 
pecially as it now ftands, that ſhaul 
require us to SELL ALL? Or to <p 
in your Phraſe, ( forbid us 
il pleaſurable 
„ Riehes ; which Hom ex 
itotloes, Page 99. 
peace nor Pleafure | | 
Voluptuouſneſs? And is it not bolble 
fibly to reliſh the Bounty of Heaven, 
Enjoyment of a plentiful Eſtate, 
Wit out Trpiety towards our Maker, 
1 ncharitableneſs to qur 
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Fellow Creatures; or 
Cies ag to our ſelves? f this 
join Mas zich ou, 
and fret yconſend to part withemy lit- 
lle All. But fince, bleſſed s Ao ! 
even in this 8 | 
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in the Church of Rome. To what im- 4 
pious Purpoſes have not their religious 
Houſes been proſtituted? and how much! 
Pains did it coſt, during the happy Re. 

formation, to extirpate the vaſt Num- 
bers of them, with which this King 
dom abounded? And ſhall we long! 
to return to the F 8 and Onion 


h my Wein on ith 
young Man s Story, with one Obſerva 
tion more, which, I think, fully make 

againſt your Suppaſition ; and that is 

from what paſs d between our Savion 
and his Diſciples, immediately upo 
this Perſon's going away:  Feſus lay 
to his Diſciples, Hou hard] ly hal 
they that - itn; Riches enter — th 
* 0 dom of God 1 Mark x. Ver 

K n the next — we find then 

4 « alonified at bis Words”; but to rf 
-lieve thein F ears, and * their Ap 
prehenſions, he- preſently changes hy * 
Speech thus, Children, bow hard if 
F * for them that 1 "RUST in Riches, 
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it enter, into the Kingdom of G 
Now I appeal to your r ſelf, if this ex- 
Foe Alteration of the Words, does 
not. plainly intend to convey to them a 
different Notion of his Meaning, from 
what they had firſt conceiv'd ? a 
I what J have ſaid be a fair and ra- 
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ional Account of the Matter, as I per- 
uade my ſelf it is, then all the _ 
ou ROW, — in e eee the 


fu L Se begs have been very 
well ſpared, VVV 
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ior Haut here been arguing: . 
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in Self defence; for 

Ion my Portion, * ; neither expect 
not deſire them: Vet their extenfive 
and beneficial Influence, claim, at 


E wt 


a good 77 ord from all, who though 
more remotely) feel the common Be- 
nefit. N | 5 6 8 


+ I, am not much concern'd to remark 
pon. the other arts, of your Book ; 
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on has gwen * . INE and 
+ what 1 am chiefly ſollicitous to un- 
Adermine : It's the main Root from 
whence your wild extended Branches 
grow, chat caſt a noxious and baleful 
Shade o'er all the Comforts of Life. 
I ſhou'd de in great Danger of poetiſ- 
Ing here, if the Subject you give me 
as not ſo very Uiſconſolate 1! 
Fon the reſt, I leave you in quiet 
Poſſeſſi Aenbet am- Gli ve 
"Obſervation or two before 'T-conclude. 
e brought many other Texts, 


to give concurring Evidence to the 


-Senſe you have been eontending for, 
268" the foregoing Subject; to Which! 
Auf Hüft reply, L That if T have prev d you 


ce, you- can have no Relief there, 
from oller Texts, let ther 
"they will. And yet, that vou may not 

think I make a Conceſſion in prejudice 
to my Argument, I will be bold to ſay, 
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deck the ſan . you have fore d 
2d | - them 


Ito make an 


ee miſtake in the principal In- 


that whete you have made thoſe Texts | 
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a Manner 
gage to ſee. 
ſion; — I ho 


ved, 


oubted Senſe, in 
And I dare en 
if there was 
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f.- Gratis Allegories 


and Pbraſalg „ and oftentimes an 
injudicious Explication of Parables, 
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Prevail, and the Praclice you recom- 
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I RAVE now done with all I think 
convenient, or neceſſary, to ſay upon 
this Occaſion ; which I am determin- 
ed ſhall not give irth to any future 
| Controverſy betwixt us: I am diſin- 
| clin'd, and unequal to any ſuch Work ; 
neither am I vain enough to imagine, 

your Reputation much 

concerned, to regard any Thing I have 

aid againſt your darling and peculiar 
timents. 

I THoUGHT the Argument of the 
| enſuing little Poem, as taken from the 
| exceeding Bounty and Goodneſs of 
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